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Now in its second edition, Islam: The Basics provides an introduction to the Islamic faith, examining

the doctrines of the religion, the practises of Muslims and the history and significance of Islam in

modern contexts. Â Key topics covered include:  the Qur'an and its teachings  the life of the Prophet

Muhammad  gender, womenÂ and Islam  Sufism and Shiâ€™ism  Islam and the western world 

non-Muslim approaches to Islam. With updated further reading,Â illustrative mapsÂ and an

expanded chronology of turning points in the Islamic world, this book is essential reading for

students of religious studies and all those new to the subject of Islam.
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Turner wrote something very insensitive about 9/11 in the second half of the book (something about

how it would have "smacked of delicious irony" but for how tragic it was). Further, Turner makes a

conclusion about the spread of Islam that ignores a vast array of facts and contradicts other

passages in his own book.If you want to learn about Islam, you should look at a different book.

Almost anything, I'm sure, would be better than this one. I second the suggestion in an earlier

review that someone interested in learning about Islam is better served by looking at Wikipedia than

buying this book.

While ISLAM: THE BASICS joins others in the basics series, it's a powerful stand-alone pick for any

collection, college-level, high school or public library, providing all the basics on key areas from the



Koran and women in Islam to key dates, ideas, and Islam culture. From social life and practice to

spirituality, ISLAM: THE BASICS provides a solid foundation for understanding.Diane C.

DonovanCalifornia Bookwatch

Came before the estimated delivery. Just as described.

I recommend this to anyone looking to learn just the basics about Islam.
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